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BIGGER

EXTENSION, BATHROOM AND
FLOORING TRENDS THAT WILL LAST

DESIGNER-PICKED DECOR TO
BRING THE HOLIDAY FEELING HOME

OUTDOOR SPACES
YOU’LL USE ALL YEAR

FUTURE

£6.99

US$12.50 CAN$13.50 AUS$12.99 NZ$13.99

ISSUE 300




Lthl
OK

B L
A

OM SPATEMENT TUBS, Wt
STURAL BASINS AND CAM

S}%AC 1 IS GOING
TING CABINETRY

1 -
ZAEE

FEATURE Keith Flanagan




PHOTOGRAPHS (1) BROCK BEAZLEY PHOTOGRAPHY;

(2) THOMAS DE BRUYNE; (3) FELIX FOREST

Thereis aperfectly plain reason to customise your vanity area:
itisoften the focal pointofmodernbathrooms, whetheryoulike it
or not. From countertops to sinks and cabinetry (not to forget a
bathroom mirror), the amount of details concentrated in one
space can create an altogether eye-catching design moment.

‘It’'sworth using the excuse to create somethingbeautiful, and
there are endless possibilities in combining elements that must
existnextto each other to create a functional bathroom interior,
and which can be composed to create a unique combination of
textures, shapes and solids, says designer Katarzyna Baumiller.

Designers flex dramatic materials like marble to craft
sculptural bathroom sinks in fascinating shapes and colours,
or bespoke bathroom storage ideas that maximise space and
usher in textural surfaces beyond the reach of store-bought
solutions. Throw in a dazzling mirror and flattering lighting,
and yourvanity areais guaranteed to take centre stage.

“We have definitely seen a trend where people want to adopt
a more luxurious, hotel-like approach to the vanity area,
especially in cloakrooms,” says Liz Ride, associate director at
Studio Tate, noting how these compact spaces represent an
affordable place to splurge on high-end materials and fittings —
asmall area with major wow-factor potential.

And formany designers, the vanity areais justanother way to
create an experience, a design moment that gives us pause. ‘Our
time in abathroom s usually solitary, quiet, and contemplative
whether we are in our own home or someone else’s - so those

occasions are prime times to reflect on a piece of consequential

design, says designer Dylan Farrell.

Goingbespoke? These crafted vanity areas bring anew layer

ofattraction to these next-level bathrooms. »

1T FIXATING
FIXTURES

Playingwithbalanceandlevels,
designer Kate Cooper used a
clever bath tap to mix up the
traditional set-up, ultimately
creatingavanity areathatgives
levity to hefty materials. ‘I
wantedtouseafloor-mounted
bath filler that spilled into a
pedestal style basin, and the
idea of doing a stone floating
vanity was then brought to
life,” says Kate, noting how the
tap arches over a custom pink
marble bench. ‘I love to have
more funinacloakroom asiit’s
alwaysgreattosurprise people
when they walkinto a space.’

PROJECTBY
Kate Cooper Interiors

2 POWER PLAY

Bespoke aesthetics are on full
display in this material-rich
bathroom, where a custom
oval-shaped mirror shines
alongside a green marble arch
that frames the entire vanity.
Butwhatdon’tyouseehereisa
single power outlet. ‘Installing
electrical outlets at strategic
locations makes it easy to plug

in electrical appliances such
as hairdryers, electricrazorsor
electric toothbrushes,’ says
Frenchstudio Caprini &Pellerin
ofitsdisguisedandtailored-to-
perfection vision. ‘We always
make sure that they are hidden
inthe cabinets.’

PROJECT BY Caprini & Pellerin

3 ACED BASE

Conceived by New York and
Sydney based designers Dylan
and Nicolette Farrell of Dylan
Farrell Design, this geometric
base was achieved with a
simple twist: the shape
matches pentagonalfloortiles
beneathit. ‘If you want to make
for an interesting shaped
vanity without blowing a
budget, try and reduce the
amount of functionsrequired,’
recommends Dylan. ‘For
example, if you need toilet
paper storage, attempt to find
itinan adjacent location, like a
wallniche, medicine cabinetor
basket. This way there are less
moving parts to be addressed
when considering atypical
shapes, materials or finishes.’

PROJECTBY DylanFarrellDesign
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RAD SHAPE
While many modern vanity areas are shaped around rectangular or square cabinetry, this playful design gives the concept a twist -a
roundedbase floats above the floor, reflecting similar curvesinanarched mirrorinstalled above. ‘l like to surprise with aclever combination
of shapes,’ says designer Katarzyna Baumiller, who also plays with materials, colours and textures to create vanities that are altogether
unique. ‘I think it’simportant not to be afraid of non-obvious combinations, because it pleases the eye and inspires.’

PROJECT BY Katarzyna Baumiller Studio
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MAIN DRAW

The vanity areacanseemdaunting with so many crucial elements - sinks, mirrors, millwork, hardware and more. But designer CaraWoodhouse
believesthatifyoucandreamit,ordrawapicture of it,youcanfind someone tobuildit.‘Don’t be afraid to goforitand try to create something
different,’ she says. She designed this abstract double vanity indramaticgreen marble. ‘People get very overwhelmed by custom pieces, but
don’t! Allyou have to dois draw asketch, show animage of something thatinspires you and find alocal fabricator or millworker to create it.’

PROJECT BY Cara Woodhouse Interiors »
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WORK OF ART
Choosing a dramatic material is one of the easiest ways to make a statement. ‘Materiality is key - as cloakrooms tend to be smallerit’sa
great area to splash out on a fabulous feature stone or a specialist wall finish,’ says designer Liz Ride. But the material does not stand
alone in this interior: Liz made the most of a sculptural sink by placing a full height mirror alongside it, plus an adjacent marble shelf.
‘Ideally, storage is concealed, towels and soap are accounted for, and areas for display or decoration are integrated.’

PHOTOGRAPH ANSON SMART

PROJECT BY Studio Tate
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