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Follawing stints at the firms Carr Design and Elenberg Fraser, Alex Hopkins
cofounded Studio Tate in Melbourne, Australia, with her business partner
Carley Nicholls in 2074. “We embark on every project with a dynamic

approsch that is grounded in curiosity, a highly considered methodology,

and a refined, polished finish,” Hopkins says.
Studio Tate crafts hospitality spaces with afocus on richly layered
materials and thoughtful detailing in which classic meets contemporary.

The palette of Middletown Café celebrates the textures of brickwork, stone,

perforated metal, and intricate parquet, all grounded by walls of deep blue

and softened by feminine details such as brass accents, pastel furnishings,

and unstained timbers. Inspired by the great brasseries of New York,

the interiors of Workshop Brothers Riverside Southbank offer a convivial

hub that provides customers with a sojourn from the everyday.
“Successful hospitality design considers not just the experience

of the diner but the functionality and flow of service for the operator,” Hopkins

believes. “A well-considered interior provides ambience and sets the tone,
while skiltfully and seamlessly addressing functionality —something that Is

design. Luxe materials reinforce the old-school feeling, from black, green,

and white marble to plush velvet upholstered banquette seating. Recalling

bankers' desks and furnishings, vintage-inspired details include bullnose

benchtops replete with brass kick rails and high bars with integrated lighting.

Even given the current situation in the world, which is keeping

us out of hospitality venues, Hopkins remains positive about the future

of design. “Perhaps this humanitarian and economic disaster will enhance

our appreciation of the role hospitality venues play in our lives,” she says,
“Yes, they serve a functional purpose of nourishing us or providing that

all-important coffee or glass of wine—but they also provide a framework

for connection and the evolution of our communities. When we find a new

normal, hospitality design may well be more appreciated and noticed.

Studio Tate looks forward to this design challenge.”

not seen but unconsciously falt by the patron. This considers everything from
how guests are greeted to how waltstaff retrieve and deliver food to the table.”
For Toby’s Estate coffee shop set within the ground-floor foyer of the
Commonwealth Bank of Australia headquarters, Studio Tate employed rich
tones and warm metallic finishes to evoke the gravitas of traditional treasury
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