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How to encourage conversation in a
workspace? Build intelligently

NOVEMBER 14, 2019 TEXT ANTONIO GRANIERO PHOTOS THOMAS BROOKE
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MELBOURNE — Melbourne-based social enterprise Our Community
Group has opened a landmark co-working space in North Melbourne.
Designed by Studio Tate, the space — called Our Community House —
hosts 60 employees with over 180 co-working desks available by
application for not-for-profit organisations, government, philanthropic

and corporate grant-makers, and other businesses.

Located in the former National Union of Workers headquarters, this
workspace is conceived as a physical manifestation of the group’s digital
footprint. To encourage conversation and collaboration, the building was

redesigned with intelligent planning.
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A large number of amenities — from solar heating and cooling

efficiencies to waste management systems — are distributed in four main
zones. The visual impact of concrete columns in the front of the building
and exposed trusses and high-pitched ceiling of the rear was softened
through the use of bold blocks of colour that define zones and
wayfinding. Within each of the zones, there is a generous mix of private
offices, open plan workstations and breakout settings that can be

customized according to the tenant’s requirements.

‘Transformation was the central theme of our design narrative, continues
Hopkins. ‘With limited resources, not-for-profits and social start-ups
often work in less than desirable conditions, so the “house” was an
opportunity to demonstrate how intelligent design can positively impact

communication, productivity and wellbeing in this sector.

studiotate.com.au

Location 552 Victoria St, North Melbourne VIC 3051, Australia

SHARE THIS ARTICLE:

'F L @ in Ju


https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2ZyYW1lbWFnLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9mcmFtZW1hZ2F6aW5lLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vYy9mcmFtZW1hZ2F6aW5l
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9GcmFtZXB1Ymxpc2hlcnMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9zdG9yZS5mcmFtZXdlYi5jb20v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL2ludGVyaW9ycw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL2NpdGllcw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL3N0dWRpbw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL21hZ2F6aW5l
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JlLmZyYW1ld2ViLmNvbS9ib29rcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL2V2ZW50cw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL2ZyYW1lYXdhcmRzLmNvbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL2F1c3RyYWxpYQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL2Nvd29ya2luZw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL2ludGVyaW9ycw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL21lbGJvdXJuZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL3Jlc3RvcmF0aW9u
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL3N0dWRpby10YXRl
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tL3dvcmtzcGFjZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vc2hhcmVyL3NoYXJlci5waHA/dT1odHRwczovL3d3dy5mcmFtZXdlYi5jb20vbmV3cy9zdHVkaW8tdGF0ZS1vdXItY29tbXVuaXR5LWhvdXNl
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL2ludGVudC90d2VldD90ZXh0PUhvdyt0bytlbmNvdXJhZ2UrY29udmVyc2F0aW9uK2luK2Erd29ya3NwYWNlJTNGK0J1aWxkK2ludGVsbGlnZW50bHktJnVybD1odHRwczovL3d3dy5mcmFtZXdlYi5jb20vbmV3cy9zdHVkaW8tdGF0ZS1vdXItY29tbXVuaXR5LWhvdXNlJnZpYT1GcmFtZVB1Ymxpc2hlcnM=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3BpbnRlcmVzdC5jb20vcGluL2NyZWF0ZS9idXR0b24vP3VybD1odHRwczovL3d3dy5mcmFtZXdlYi5jb20vbmV3cy9zdHVkaW8tdGF0ZS1vdXItY29tbXVuaXR5LWhvdXNlJm1lZGlhPWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tLy9tZWRpYS9maWxlcy8yOTM1ODYmZGVzY3JpcHRpb249SG93JTJCdG8lMkJlbmNvdXJhZ2UlMkJjb252ZXJzYXRpb24lMkJpbiUyQmElMkJ3b3Jrc3BhY2UlMjUzRiUyQkJ1aWxkJTJCaW50ZWxsaWdlbnRseSt2aWErRnJhbWV3ZWIuY29t
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL3NoYXJlQXJ0aWNsZT9taW5pPXRydWUmdXJsPWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZyYW1ld2ViLmNvbS9uZXdzL3N0dWRpby10YXRlLW91ci1jb21tdW5pdHktaG91c2UmdGl0bGU9SG93K3RvK2VuY291cmFnZStjb252ZXJzYXRpb24raW4rYSt3b3Jrc3BhY2UlM0YrQnVpbGQraW50ZWxsaWdlbnRseSZzdW1tYXJ5PUhvdyt0bytlbmNvdXJhZ2UrY29udmVyc2F0aW9uK2luK2Erd29ya3NwYWNlJTNGK0J1aWxkK2ludGVsbGlnZW50bHkmc291cmNlPUZyYW1ld2Vi
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zdHVtYmxldXBvbi5jb20vc3VibWl0P3VybD1odHRwczovL3d3dy5mcmFtZXdlYi5jb20vbmV3cy9zdHVkaW8tdGF0ZS1vdXItY29tbXVuaXR5LWhvdXNlJnRpdGxlPUhvdyt0bytlbmNvdXJhZ2UrY29udmVyc2F0aW9uK2luK2Erd29ya3NwYWNlJTNGK0J1aWxkK2ludGVsbGlnZW50bHk=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3R1ZGlvdGF0ZS5jb20uYXUvd2VsY29tZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS9tYXBzL3BsYWNlL091citDb21tdW5pdHkrSG91c2UvQC0zNy44MDQ2MTAzLDE0NC45NDc0MDQ2LDE1ei9kYXRhPSE0bTIhM20xITFzMHgwOjB4MTMwZGI2ZWYyNDA0YTI4OD9zYT1YJnZlZD0yYWhVS0V3aTc1SXVzcXVubEFoWERDT3dLSGJnSERHNFFfQkl3Q25vRUNBMFFDQQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vc2hhcmVyL3NoYXJlci5waHA/dT1odHRwczovL3d3dy5mcmFtZXdlYi5jb20vbmV3cy9zdHVkaW8tdGF0ZS1vdXItY29tbXVuaXR5LWhvdXNl
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL2ludGVudC90d2VldD90ZXh0PUhvdyt0bytlbmNvdXJhZ2UrY29udmVyc2F0aW9uK2luK2Erd29ya3NwYWNlJTNGK0J1aWxkK2ludGVsbGlnZW50bHktJnVybD1odHRwczovL3d3dy5mcmFtZXdlYi5jb20vbmV3cy9zdHVkaW8tdGF0ZS1vdXItY29tbXVuaXR5LWhvdXNlJnZpYT1GcmFtZVB1Ymxpc2hlcnM=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3BpbnRlcmVzdC5jb20vcGluL2NyZWF0ZS9idXR0b24vP3VybD1odHRwczovL3d3dy5mcmFtZXdlYi5jb20vbmV3cy9zdHVkaW8tdGF0ZS1vdXItY29tbXVuaXR5LWhvdXNlJm1lZGlhPWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZnJhbWV3ZWIuY29tLy9tZWRpYS9maWxlcy8yOTM1ODYmZGVzY3JpcHRpb249SG93JTJCdG8lMkJlbmNvdXJhZ2UlMkJjb252ZXJzYXRpb24lMkJpbiUyQmElMkJ3b3Jrc3BhY2UlMjUzRiUyQkJ1aWxkJTJCaW50ZWxsaWdlbnRseSt2aWErRnJhbWV3ZWIuY29t
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL3NoYXJlQXJ0aWNsZT9taW5pPXRydWUmdXJsPWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZyYW1ld2ViLmNvbS9uZXdzL3N0dWRpby10YXRlLW91ci1jb21tdW5pdHktaG91c2UmdGl0bGU9SG93K3RvK2VuY291cmFnZStjb252ZXJzYXRpb24raW4rYSt3b3Jrc3BhY2UlM0YrQnVpbGQraW50ZWxsaWdlbnRseSZzdW1tYXJ5PUhvdyt0bytlbmNvdXJhZ2UrY29udmVyc2F0aW9uK2luK2Erd29ya3NwYWNlJTNGK0J1aWxkK2ludGVsbGlnZW50bHkmc291cmNlPUZyYW1ld2Vi
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zdHVtYmxldXBvbi5jb20vc3VibWl0P3VybD1odHRwczovL3d3dy5mcmFtZXdlYi5jb20vbmV3cy9zdHVkaW8tdGF0ZS1vdXItY29tbXVuaXR5LWhvdXNlJnRpdGxlPUhvdyt0bytlbmNvdXJhZ2UrY29udmVyc2F0aW9uK2luK2Erd29ya3NwYWNlJTNGK0J1aWxkK2ludGVsbGlnZW50bHk=

